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FO TH uu 
People of (y Q | ), 
CEAESLTESD A | 
QUAKERS; 
DIRECTED 
- o Roger Boyle, Earl of Orrery. 
Unto Charles Coote, CCalledgran of Mountrath, 
Theophilus Fones Sir Theophilus Fones. 
BEING | 


AN ANSVVER 


To a BOOK, dedicated to Them, by one 
George Preſsick of -Dublin. 
In which Book many Lyes and Calumnies are preſented 
againſt the Innocent People of God, 


And this is forthe clearing of the TRU TH, that no 
Lye may reſt upon it ; And for the SatisfaCtion of all 
Sober People in Ireland, and elſewhere, 

With a Word of Good Apvice to the Chief Go- 


vernours there, 
By E. B. 


| Londes, Printed for Robert Wilſon, in Martins Le Grand, 


VINDICATION 


Of the People of God, called 


[ QUAKERS. 


Here is 'Jreeconcileable Enmity between the two 
Seeds,” (to wit) the Seebof Gov: and 'the. Seed of the 
Serpent';\ and:theſe twoare alwayes oppoſice-and c971- 
traryone" ts the other, in Mature, Fruits and Ef- 
fects ; and the Seed of- the Serpent is /alwayes perſecating the 
Seed of God, ittevery Age and Generation ; and they in whom 
the Seed of the Serpent is living'andruting; are alwayes pro- 
jetting and comrivmng miſchief and hatred againſt the People 
and Servants of the -Lord;* imavhom the Seed of God Hhveth 
and reigneth ; as itis written, \He that 7 bor of the fleſh perſe- 
cntes nims that is born after the Spirit © Thus it! hath /b3en tn all 
cene2acions, andthus it 15 af this dap :' Great 1s the-oppoſiti- 
on that is made'by many in Lyes and Sfannders,in-Revilingand 
Reproaching, in Impriſoning'andPerſecuting, and inallman- 
ner of evil works and words againſt -the rmnocenr/People of 
God, called @xakers :: How have the hands of Wngodly men 
been lifred up to ſmite that People by many kinds of abuſes? 
and how have their tongues been'ſet on fire,” fo reproxch, and 
revite, and {lander in-all kind of evil-fpeaking? and'all this 
for Righteouſne!s-ſake, 'and not for ary evil-doing : For who 
#5 the man, and Where # he, that can juſtly charge Evilupon 
that People, either in Dottrine, Faith, or Pzactice ? or in any 
thing relating to their Religion 0 God-ward?', or in rela- 
tion to their Converſations and Walking towards wen ? It 
1s true, We have nor wanted Accufſers io every Authotiry, but 
A 2 {ici 


7 % 
ſuch and ſuch things have beer fally charged againſt us, and 
that to every Power that hath been ſince we were a Peopte;un- 
der whom we have been a Suffezing People, even from all that 
ever have ſitten in the Throney fince the Lord raiſed us up to 

bear witneſs of his glozious Name and Truth in the world. 

Now the preſent occaſion of this my preſent work, is, For- 
aſmuch as we now ſtand accuſed-of great and heinous Crimes in 
the view of this whole Kingdom of Hreland ; and more parti- 
cularly before you Three, ina Book, called: A brief Relation of 
ſome Remarkable Paſſages of the eAnabaptiſts in Cermasy, Cc. 
publiſhed by 6ie Gro; Preſſiekgo? Dublin, and dedic in a 
ſpecial mannerzo yos ;'that hisork gay paſle with the ggeater 
Credit, and his Slanders 'and Calummes, be reccived tor Zx- 

doubted Traths : Now that the Jitnocency-of; the, Upright ma 
be cleared, and that-no ly£ may reſt «pon tbe Truth, na# that 
-you,.neuher any others, May receive Falſhoogs tor crit gh be- 
cauie of our filence'; therefore it 4s thatutheaLaxd hat it 
ints my heart, to detend the Cauſe of God and his People, ; by 
returningplain and ſober Anſwer to the principal paxcs of. his 
Book, whexein W2 are concernet} and falfly<haxged, ; and for 
the end thatthe falſe Accyſer may be rgproyed, and this Ca/am- 
'mies Yeturned into his-own evidand malicious heart from whence 
they came; and- that Tow, and all-wet, maybe truly informed, 
and prevented {if poſſible) of being ſeduced,into.the belief. of 
falſhoods,_leſt that your hearts,and hands ſhould be: izied, up 
-ro-Aft or Do wr your Authoruy againſtihe People;,vhom God 
hath bleſſed ; -and [from the ground and. cauſe of Ai[-rinfor- 
mations and falſe Accuſations, without better teſtimpny ;;which 
would be-aw.y. to deſtroy. your ſelves, and to.bring the guilt.of 
the wn;uft-Sifferings of the Lords Peopleupon your own heads, 

which would draw down the heavy Wiarh of.Gov upoy, pou.. . 
I'canno; flatter -y9u. by fergned words,of Gyi/ey nos give, you 
flattering Tutles, but-l judge you are Reaſonable men, in, that de- 
oreeas to hearand conhder bur, Def e, aiwell as or Enemnes 
Charge ; and Þ hope you are; wiſe int.thay degree, as to judge 
2:ween Truthand a Lye, ind is diftinguiſh#e fromthe other; 
and I ſuppoſe. you, are j#/t in thatmealure, as tp,receive what 
ye knoiv. io þe. Truth, andte rejeft what ye know 19,be Falſe, 
being 
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being convinced. mm, your. own Conſciences; and, 4s. ſuch, I 
muſt place my Plea, before y 9: particularly, and make my De- 
fence 10, your Judgment Seat, even to the Witneſs of God in your 
Conſciences, I intend and mzan_ | And 1I thall onic to ſay much 
toube Accuſer himſelf, as (ippoling tum, a man more full of ex- 
vious raging humour, chan of ſolrd and wiſe judgment, to xeceive 
either reproof or convithon ; tor many ſuch as he I have dealr 
wichall-in this caſe, Whom I have found men © tilled wwuh pre- 
judice, that neither the Authority of ſound Reaſon, noi of the 
ord of God, could convince them of their eyil proceedings ; 
Therefore, before you, I ſhall ſtate the particular Accuſations, 
andthe Defcnce againſt them. | Ta 

The way in which ,our Adverſary hath proceeded in his Ac- 
cuſations 48 10bſcurg, and yet mal: crom enongh, and alſo in great 
ignorance : forhe tells you inhis Epiltle, he hath gathered up 
out of ſeveral Authors, the moſt remarkable paſſages bath of the 
Dottring and Praftice of the gAngbaptiſts ({o called) in Germany, 
139 yearsags; and then he charges the ſame things upon the 
Anat aptiſts and Quakers ( as he icornfully calls them) in theſe 
dayes,; and then he applauds you three in words of high ſtile, 
for being 1nflrumental to ſuppreſs their inſolemt tyranmcal uſurped 
Aurbority, which they exerciſe over Gods People in this Nation, to 
enflaverus (ſaiuch h2).tarher. inſatiable luſts, Theſe are his own 
words .1n his Epiſtle, - 

Anſs,, Inan(Werto all this, divers things are very confide- 
cable; which. defire, to lay before you. 

x.--Concerning the Anabeptiſts ( ſo called) in Germany, and 
their Dottrenes and Praftices, . with the ſeveral TranſaGions fal- 
ling out in that time: Ir is. not my work now to plead their 


Cauſe, nox,yer can I jultihe.them 2 their proceedings, if the 


relations given of them be Uyc, which are many, and*to me 
ſeems not in every.thing.credible ; becauſe Ifind,it were their 
Exemies, Who 2re our Authers ; who ſeldom. give. trae relations 
of ſuch whomtheybate.; But bz the Relations trwe or falſe, it 
3s. nocMmuenal in this, caſe in hand, for my occaſion is not 
eancerning a People ſo.far off,. as in Germany, and of ſo long 
time, as above 4 hungred of years; hut 1 am to.clear the In- 
necent who are now.living,. from the preſent Accuſations of an 
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enuuon man ; though,it it were neceſſary,or would edrfie, or were 
a matter of per:4nexcy, I could ſay ſomewhat more concerning 
that Peoples appearing in Germany, but being a marter not 
ſuiting my occaſion, I do forbear it. kg 

2. As for them, called Anabaptiſts of this aur Age and Conn- 
try, I ſhall not plead their cauſe atthis time, though I cannot 
believe that they are of that ſpirit of Murder and Tyranny, &c. 
as is reputed by your Informer ; though their Judgment in 
every Caſe, neither about Crvil or Spiritual things, 1 dare not 
juftifie ; nor may I lawfully clear all 'of them from large 

2aſure of che rrit of Anzbition and Covetonſneſt, Vain-glory 
aad Self-ſeeking ; for which the Lord hath juſtly brought them 
under a juſt reproof, and by this time I believe ſome of them 
m1y ſee ſom2 exrour intheir own way, andmore 1m1y not tay 
of them, but that I betieve the preſent Accuſation againlt 
them, by your preſent Informer,” #5 more: out of bitter and per- 
verſe enmity and devouring matire chat he bagrs towards them, 
thaz out of any other gnd ; and'I doubt nor but they are ſufficienc 
to anſwer for th2mlelves , and ro clear "their Innocency in 


TRINgE wherein they are not guilty; and'if they are guilty, 


le: them fall in their.tryal : I leave them to fpeak for them- 
elves, thus onitting any further Anfwer on their behalf: '- 

3. As for us, whom in ſcorn the Accufer catleth Quakers, 
and whom he hath accuſed as guilty in all things, with-the 
Azabaptifts (fo called) in Germany, and tn this Nation ; I lay, 
taere is great difference both in Judgement and Prattice, 1n 
things C:vil ( ſo accounted) and: things Sprritnal bzrtiveen us 
and chem, as is well known; and were they fully guilty of 
all what is ſaid of them ({ which I dare not believe) yer how 
can \ve be charged guilty of their Crimes, being .they and we 
are different in Judgment and Praftice, as 1 have ſaid : Surely 
your Informer hath neither ſhewed- ood 1 gn nor yet 
pre Reaſon in his proceeding, who hith laid things' to” our 
charge which we never .kneiv, and hath accuſetus guilty of 
thi waich never entred into our hearrs to practiſe, and hath 
(as it were) chargedother mens crimes uponus, being wholby 
innocent, as will appear in the profecution'of tms matter ; 
and I hope to mike ut plain, that he hath wronged m_— 
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abuſed.pou,, by-dedicating Falſhoods for your approof,,: and :ſerit: 
Slandexs- abroad, as it\Were, nnder-your Name of Patronage.”” 

4+ As concerning the Charge it fel, includedim theie:words,, 
ſaita your Informer ; Ard: confudering how inſtrummrat rar 
Honours have been to ſuppreſs ther Lnſoient, Tyrannical, Uſu+pedc 
Authority, which they exerceſed over Gods People in this Nanon,,. 
to efflave us, &o, Inthele: words there are very deep: Aecufa- 
trons; Slayders, and unjnit# Reproaches vemed: againſt! us; and: 
with what face (except /mpwdent;) ie can be thus chargedy-1s 
almoſt wonderful; -eſpectally-.confidering that we have: been 
our felyes a ſuffering people. 6yevery Aunhority, fmoe the! rime: 
the Lord raiſed us up, and never had any ourward'Au.hozity: 
1n this Nation,” but-all were caſt out of all-plact andpower,. 
both CivvlLand AMilgary, 'when as they have became one with' 
us in our; Way,, and ghis hath been the;manner of dealingwith: 
usby all that evex hayeruled y; and yerwe ate charged moſt un- 
1uſly with exercilipg, inſslents; tyranmeal,: uſttrped:Authopity 
in this NationC&e.c for 'n's ſaidg Their igfolenty; and T hep 
exerciſed',. 40/Wit, the Qzakers ; wheras it is manifeſt;] as'I 
have ſhgwed,. that Weweverexertifed ary outward Anthoriy' at” 
all, bat-have; betuy ar fuffering Parplt by altAvuthoritiegunco this! 
day,:. thetefote Idoappealiio the Wamefs of God in yourown 
Conſciences, hoW:;gree is this Slander, and:how'falſe this Ac- 
cuſation, and hoy wicked is our Adverſary in thus accuſing us 
before youz, 1a the-things Which you ſo well know are utterly 
and deteſtablyfalſe-;. and the. Acewſer and 3 Accuſations are'to 
be condemned; rogether. ©... 15. 

5. But and if it had been ſo,or ſhould be ſoin'tiniets come, 
that we had any, or all oftward Auth6nity'in our hands,.(1\may 
ſuppoſe. unpollible; things,. to: manifeſt the xruth of our. Prin- 
ciple)--our, Prineiple is riot. to'be in 3nſolenr, tyraiimical, norte 
be Mſurpers over Gods People, torenflave then; but far the 
contrary, ever» that-Juftree,. Meroy and; Trurhy may firin the 
Thione,and that: Peace and Freedom may beheldforthumiall; 
that no HKſurpers nor Tyramsy but Juſt mer, and men that fear 
Gods and harg:Covetayſneſ6and'every evid may, that ſuch alone- 
may Ht in; Jidgmenc! Whom GodFcallerh To: that place 3 who'- 
will rule in Righteouſneſs and Juſtice) andregardithe Cauis E 
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of the Poor and Needy ; we would that ſuch only mled, who 
wereruled by the Lord ; who would be bletfing in the world;* 
and to all pzople; not defiring more lib2rty to our ſelves,than 
what we would give unto all others'in alt juſt wayes. '” This is 
our Principle, as to matters of outwaxd Authority-among men, : 
and not as this falſe Accuſer hath ſuggeſted ont of his evit heart ;> 

6. Asto the matter of your ſuppreiling/us, which your Ap-" 
plauder ſaith, you have been nffrumemal to-do : This is as 
falſeas the relt ; for we are no more» ſuppreſſed; than before * 
you exerciſed your preſent Authority; -butareevery way-in #s' 
much liberty of perlons,and otherwiſe, as intheir dayes before 
yours ; andare no Way ſupprefled; nor fearful of it : So the 
Author of ſuch Lyes, hath but flattered you, and fawned upon 
you, in telling you, ye have ſuppreſſed us, when as it's nothing 
iſo ; butandit ir had beeniin your hearts, or be at this day, to 
ſuppreſsus, and to hinder us of our liberties, and to perſecute 
us, the Lord ſhall plead our Cauſe againſt you,” and give no [ncceſs 
unto your work; but it thall beiturned to oux Renown, and to 
your Overthraw, and the ſecret hand of God ſhall-confonrd you, 
and break your purpoſes, and delrver. his People owt of your mouths; 
Thus it ſhall come to'pafſe,if that your hands ſhould be/ftret- 
ched forth to huxtus, who are Gods Heroragey and the Sheep of his 
Fold. And thus much in anſwer to his Epiftle;": | 
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Now I come to a ſecond Accuſation of his; tated in his firſt - 
Page, in theſe- wotds. We may: ſee from whence Anabaptiſts, 
Quakers, Ran:ers, 4d Levellers all had their Original, nane- 
ly, from the Papilts, &c. 9; | 

Anſw.1. As for the Anabaptifts, Ranters and Levellers, 1 
leave them to plead therr own Cauſe ; and though we are ac- 
cufed with fuch,- yet there is much difference in Fad ment and 
Praftice between #s and them ; though I beheve, they are all 

. further from Popery both in judgment and prattice, than is this 
Accuſer of them ; but yet they ſhall anſwer for themſelves ; 
and I ſhall only mind the marter I have in hand, which is, t9 
clear the People of God, called Quakers, from the- Accuſati- 
ons charged fallly again{t them, whom I know:to be innocent, 
from theſe falſe Accuſations, 71 AEST 


2, That 
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' 2. Thitwedid ante from the Papiſts, or, that. they are our 
Original, in Dottrine, Faith, or Prattice, this is utterly falſe ; 
for between anc them is pertet ({epazation,” and we are of 
another Spirit, and divided from them ;.as appears every way, 
even 6y their perſecuting of us for our Teſtimony bearing agiinſt 
them and theirReligion;; and they have written againlt us, 
and-we agaiuſt them, divers Controverſies ; and they have im- 
priſoned-divers of our Friends in their Dominions, for giving 
Teſtimony again(t their wayes: By all which it doch appear, 
that We are-not of the Paprits line, nor ariten from them ; for 
u VeWere of them, they would love us, and not periecute us; 
and that herein we arefalſly accuſed, as 1n other things.: And 
this is an old out-dated Accuſation, and is of no account ; for 
now-we-are oiherwiſe known through theſe Kingdoms, and we 
are manifelt to the Conſciences of men 1n the fight of God, to 
be ſuch as fear the Lord, and walkin his wayes. | 

2. And as for ou} Dyigmal, Iris the Lord God alone that 
hath raiſed us #p, and planted us a _ Were not a Pz0- 
plein times palt ; And not from the Apoſfate Chriſtians, neither 
of Papiftsnor Proteftants ({0 called) are we ſprung,; but are of 
the Apoſtles line, and of the flock and race of the rrwe C briſti- 
ax:, that believed in Chriſt, and followed him ; and in every 
part of our Rehigion, - both 4n Fazthand Prattice, and in Con- 


verſation, W2 are agreeing With the. holy Apoſtles, being' wit- 


nelled untoby the Scriptures 1n all that we profeſs and pradtiſe; 
and the Lord hath raiſed us up out of the Apoſtacy, into. which 
all Chiiftendom- hath been-fallen' fince the Apoſtles dayes, 
while Anichiitt .hath- reigned over the World ;; and-ve 
are as the firſt fruits unto God andto the-Lamb; fince the 
falling away from. the true Faith j and Truth and RighteoufC- 
neſs 1s or Original, and Chzift: Jeſus is owr Foundation, on 
whom we are builded, and the Gates of Hell cannot prevail agarrſt 
-: and this Teſtimony the Spirit of God giveth for us, and 11 
us,in Contradiction of the falſe Accuſations of all out enemues, 


4. And if it be an offence ro be riſen from the Papiits, and it 


all:chat be evil whichthey are the: Original of ; then the Prote- 
ftants( ſo called) are in the offence, and their Miniſtry, and 
the chief part of their Church-Government, Worſhip and -Or- 
dinances are evil;; for did not the Proteſtants ſpring from tHe 
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Pajiſts ? and did not the Papifts mititate the Way. by which 
the Protefiants make Minifters at Schools and Colledges > And 
was it not they that firſt inſtituted Sprinkling of Infants, 
and calling it Baptiim into the Faith, and into the Church? 
And was it not the Papifts that fulſt taught the Proteſtants to 
keep holy dayes,as Chr:/tmaſſe and Candlamaſſe,lo called ? And 
many other particular things relating to the Proteſlents Church, 
Miniftry and Worſhip, were originally ordained and firſt 
practiſed by the Church of Rowe and Papiſts: And ſo while 
this falſe Arcwſer is charging others, himielf "and the men of 
his way, are found guilty of the ſame things ;/ and the Papiſts 
may juitly ſay to the Proteſtants, that they are falſe-hearted to 
them, in denying of them and their Church, when as their fa- 
thers were the Inſtituters of the principal parts of the- Prore= 
ftants Worſhip and Ordinances ; and fo they, like unnatural 
Children, have denyed their Mother that bred them up, and 
ordained them a way of making Miniſters, and maintaining 
them, and many other parts of their Religion : But becauſe 
ſhe hathnot been the National Intereſt forthele many years, 
therefore the Church of the Proteſtants have denied the Church 
of Rome, though origmallythey roſe out from her. 

The next thing in his Book I take notice of; is, Where: he 
ſeemetrh to charge us, with beafting that we talk with God, ani 
God with us, and bave Revelations, and as if God commanded them 
to kill all the Wicked, and toamake a new World : A $ttt in Saxony 
(faith the Acculer) aroſe that held this ; and the Quakers now 
gre likg them : Which is as much as charging all'this-upon us. 

Anſw. 1. That we do boaft of talking with God, i} Bevel. 
tion, This 1s another of his falſe Accuſations : fer We boaſt 
not,nordowe glory ih any thing, ſaving inthe Lord, and this 
1s no Error, but that which we muſt acknowledge unto, or wiſe 
deny the Truth, to rg: 1 and God with us, ty and by 
his wade + : for all the Saints have converſe with God,and 
union and tellowfhip with him in his own Spirit, as the'Scxips 
tures do declare : And as for. Revelations, we do acknowledge 
according to Chnfts words, that We had never known the Fa- 
ther, nor the Son, but by Revelation ; For none know the Fa- 
ther but the Son, and be to whom the Son reveals bim,- a5 it 1s 
Witten ; andall ſuch as have notconverſe with God, andthat 
have 
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have not Revelatian,are not in the way of Eternal life, butare 
12norant and Without God inthe world, and neither know him, 
nor have fellowſhip with him. os 

2... As for killing all the Wickgd, this is another falſe Charge ; 
forit1s not our pitnciple to war againlt :be per/oxs of any men, 
and kill chers with carnal weapons, about Church, and Miniſtry, 
andReligion,as the Pap:ſts and Preteſtants do onewith ano:hei; 
bur iris our Principle to war againft the evilſpiric immen, and 
rs:{mice. that wth the Spirizvel Sword of; Gods Word ; and We 
would have mens Wickedneſs killed, and:their Petfons {aved, 
md theu Souls detivered 4 and this/ts the War we make;even 
tif} men be- changed by the Power of God, and all things mide 
new; evewa vew-#ortd, andianew Earth wedoexpett, accor- 
ding to the Loxdsipromiſe , fo that it's no errour +0 expect 2 
New Earth,and a New World; for there 1s a New Creation which 
the Saints do witneſs, treated a new un Chriſt Fefra, to bring forth 
good fruits wntathe living God: and all thatdo not witnels this, 
are inthe tranſgreflion of the old Creation, which brings the - 
Wrath of God. | *s 

Again, The Accuſer-tclls a» ftory of one, that ptoſefied the 
o1ft Of da w—_—_ Es and'to know: the Elett from Reprobates, 
and that made Holineſs "to confift in fpraking little, and+ living 
homely and ſordidly, as owr Quakers do, faiths he. | 

Anſw. x. As for diſcerning of ſpirits, thatis a gift which the © 
Saints of Gog — all-Ages : for the Apoſtle faid, 9 
ſame was given the diſternng of Sfurits, by the manifeſtation of the 
Spirit of Gad ;" $0 to profeis d:iſcermng of ſpirits , 18 na errour in 
us, though it be taced as a great erxour before you, by an igno- 
rant man,who knows not whar be ſaith, nor whereof he affirms - 
Andit's poffible to knowthe Elett from Reprobates by their frauts 
and works ; for- the Children of God (who are the Ele#) are 
| knowby their holy and r«ghteowa works and fruws; and the chil- 
| dren of the Devil ( whoare the Reprobate) are known alſo by 

? their works and frauts of wwrighteonſneſs which they bring forth ; 
and this the Scriptures bear witne!s of, | | 
| 2. Asfor 77a 6, little, and lrving homely and ſordidly: Tf he 
means, by homely and fordidly, plainly and withont ſuperflaity; 
this is alſo works and fruirs of -__ ; andit's better to Speak. 
| » 2 [ ite, 
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Zttle, than toutter multitude C wain-words ; and it's more ju- 
ſifiable to God and jult menzro be plain and bomety (25 he ſaith) 
in Apparrel, than ſuperfluicy of naughcineſs in vain attire, and 
more holy; for true holineis confiſts 1» the Power of God, which 
crucihes all idle words, and all ſuperfiuity ws Apparrel, and what- 
ſoever 18 not like God : And was this Accuſer but-as wiſe as he 
is exvioxs, he would never be ſcen to ſcoin the Quakers (ſcorn- 
fully ſo called ). with ſpeaking lirtle, and wearing plain and 
ſober Apparrel ; but fools love to be medling to —— their own 
folly, as 1tis written, | | | 

Again, The Accuſer telleth another Rory of Mantzer, how 
he did exhort ſome that were on his part, (viz. eAnabaptiſts ) 
ro kill every mothers ſon, for a ſacrifice to the-Loxd , 'and,1aithhe; 
by this we may gueſs, if, Anabaptiſts and Quakers ſhowld get the up- 
per hand, what they would do, Ge. YI. 2 

Anſw.1, As for the Quakers getting the upper hand, we ſtrive 
not for it by carnal ——— to have: victory Over- mens perſons, 
though we know the Lord will give us vitozp and tominion 
over the Beaft, and over the falſe Prophet ;, for the Lamb ſhall 
get the victory, and they that are-With him, who are caled,and 
faithful, and choſen ; .bur this victory is ſpiritual, and obtained 
ſpiritually ; and thus we believe the Lord will give us the up- 
per wb even Vittory over all our Enenues. 

2, But whata wicked envious ſurmuſe and ſuggeſtion is here 
couched under, as if the Quakers, if they had victory, would 
kill every mothers ſon for a ſacrifice, and that they would make 
War, &c. The Lord rebuke his ſlanderous tongue, whotharh 
hatched mſchief in his mind againſt the Innocent, and preſen- 
ted you with forgedljes and ſuraiſer, and imagined and meſſed 
cruel andevil thungs againſt us, Who-are far.0.herwiſe prin- 
_ cipled thanas he guefleth.: but all this his own doings;-doth 

but manifeſt the folly of his own heart,” and his nan rn? 
neſs:; for we are of the'Spitit of Mercy and Peace; and nor of 
Mmarder and War ; not to kill mens Perſons, but to war with the 
Spirit of God againit Spurityal enenues ; that mens Iniquities 
may be ſlain, and theyr Perſons. and Souls ſaved. (2 

Again, The Accutier, pag. 4. tells a long ſtory of Aicher 
Hopman, and 9:hers-with hum what things they held,. A5they 
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condemned the Baptiſms of C ba : they would not take an Oath : 
they pulled down Magiſtrates : they wndertook to kyll all Princes + 
they taught, that intheir Churches all were holy ;- and that it was 
lawful to have many Wrves : that-all Learning #5 prophane , - and 
that mean men are fitteſt to expound Scriptures; and there muſt be 
no ordinary calling int e Chwrch, but every wan muſt ſpeak. as be 
i5 infpired : And thus it i (ſaxth the Accuſer) with the Quakers 
and Popiſh Agents, who are their 8 (quay 4 have been endea- 
vouring in theſe three Nations theſe eight or nine years by-paſt,&c. 

Anſw, 1, Itis to be confdered; that all theſe things are 
fully charged upon us, as bei. . miley thereof, andſo-to every 
particular I ſhall anſwer. As w.that of the Bapriſms of Chil-- 
dren, we do ſay, there is neither-Command-nor Example for it 
i 1 all the Scripture , , God, never commanded it,” nor did the 
Apoſtles ever practiſe it in theirdayes',, but 1t 15.2 Tradition: 
of the Church of. Reme, introduced. into the-world long figce 
the Apoſtles dayes 3 and except berter. ground. can be ſhewed 


ſor the praRtice of it, than baxe Tradition, it is lawful to deny 


'1t, as bzing-no Ordinance of God.in his true Church; cncege 


(I ſay) thatat can be proyed that God ever\commanided it, or 
Apoſiles and Saints prathſed it. 5 till Which be. done, jtis no er- 
1our to deay.the formkdvig of Infants, and: todeny it to.be the 
true Baptiſm into: the true Church; : $; | 

2. Concerning taking au Oath, we ſay, Chnift Jeſus com- 
minded, Mat. 5... Not roſwear at. all; and the Apoltte James 
ſaid, Above all things, my Brethren, ſwear not : (o that to den 
to ſwear and take Oaths,is according to the C nd of { brit 
and his Apoliles,. and .is no” exrour,, though the Accuſer hath 
here charged it on us as a heinous crime ;- but we do deny All 
Swearing,.in obedience to the Commands of Chriſt, . and our 
Yea1s Tea; and: our Nay is Nay,.,as Chriſt bach taught us, 


wichout an-Oath,; who.hath commanded-us ngg to take Oaths, 


nor ſwear at all, .- 40 14 rater er os ff 0 2: 
3. As for pulling down Magiſtrates, ard killing all Princes, and 
that 14 45 lawful to have many Wives : Thele ate |lyes-and flan- 
ders charged uponus by a falſe Accuſer.; for our Principle is, 
to obey all Magiſtrates, and all. Prexces, in every thingy, euther by 
toing oz (uffering; 'and we would have Prixces and Magiſtrates 
to 
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to rule and reign in the Power of God, jſtly, righteoufly, and 
according to- the Law of Go1; and would nor have them kil- 
led and pulled down: And we fay, it's better to keep in the 
ſingle chaſt life, than to have many Wives : but any Accuſation 
to Make us appear vile, this pou Informer ſparech not ; bur 
— to his Work will be hs Reward in the Day of the 
Lord, | 

- 4. Concerning all beizg holy in the Church : we ſay, That 
every Member in the true Church of Chr:j/t, 1s hoty : for the 
Church of Chriſt is his Bodp, and every Member of hrs Boy, 
which are fle/þ of hs "fiſh, and bones of his bore, are holy, as he 
ts holy, in k:»d and quality; and it is his Exhortation to his 
Saints, Be ye holy, for 1 am hoy," farth Chriſt; So thir to hold 
that every Member of the Body of Chriſt «7 holy, is no errour, 
though ic be ſo reputed by an! i\Enorant man. 

5, Concerning all Learning Haus 1 nnd] and that mean 
men are fitteſt to expound Scriptures : 1 do ſay, that Learning 
in ic ſelt is a gift of God, and is not prophane ; though as to 
the knowledge of God, and the things of his Kingdom, leam- 
ins in Toneves and Languages, is little available ; for it's 
the Spirir of God that reaches "rhe things of God, and reveals all 
the things of his Kingdom: ; 'and none can know God, but as 
the Spirit of God diſcovers him : for the Diſciptes, who were 
forme of thefn unlearned ment im books and letters, had the 
knowledye of the mxtters of Gods Kingdom taught them by 
the hdlySpirte : and ſuch as have the gift of the Spirit of God, 
be' they 'or' Reich, are fitteſt to expound and underſtand 
Scriptures”; for'none can underſtand the Scriptures, nor the 
things therein declared, but by the Spirit of God that gave 
forth the Scriptures ; and tr 1s not Latize, Greek, or Hebrew, 
thar teacheth to underſtand the Scriprures, but it 18 the Spirit 
of God, and to whomſozver thuc Spirit is given (and God gives 
it to whom he pleaſeth) they only are fir to declare the ings 
of God unto others, and to expound Scriprures , and none 
elſe but them who have experience of the operation of the Spi- 
rit in their own hearts : and this we hold and believe. 

6. Concerning ordinary Calling, and Speaking as he 15 inffired: 
I ſay the Scriptures no where ſpeak of ordinary calling - and if 

by 
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by ordnary Calling it be ns calling to any Office in the 
Church, without the Spirit of God ; I fay, there was no ſuch 
Calling : for the Miniftry of Chriſt wn the Apoſttes dayes, was 
called by the holy Spiric,and the Miniſtry of the true Chirch,is 
made, ordained aud called according to the gift of Gods holy 
Spirit, which hegivech ; And as every one (Caith Peter) hath re- 
ceived the gift of the Spirit, ſo let him admunifter the ſame one to 
«nother, So that it is manifeſt by the Scriptures, that the Call 
to the Miniſtry in the Apoſtles dayes, was net of man, nor by 
mar, (aith Paul, but according to the gift of the holy Anoin'mg, 
the Spirit of God : And alſoevery one inthe true Church migne 
ſpeak,as 1t Was revealed to them, for, ſaith Paul, If aay thin 
be revealed to another that ſtands by, let the firſt hold bis peace : p- 
Je may all Speak. one by one, that allmay be edified : So that it is 
no erroux to hold, that every one in the true Church may fpexk 
as the Spirit of God gives them utterance, and to- whom the 
things of God are cevealed by the Spirit, <1 

7. That there are Pops/b\Apents among ws,” end that ſuch are 
our King-leaders; this 1s a fatſe Nlanver, and you'ought to put 
the Accuſer to prove it,it is your duty {0 to-de-; and that fuch 
Popiſh Agents be named, andwhere they are : And 1 challenge 
the Acculer to name: One among us, or elſe let him Rap his 
mouth for a Zyar z' who hath «mas BY Names, with ded;- 
cating Untruths to you for your approof. , 

Again, |Heaccuſethus forſaying;' The Spirit blowethh-wheve 
it lifterb, and, he ſaith, we judge none have the Spirit but our 


ſelves. t- 364 


Anſw.' x, Chrift himſelf ſaid, The wind bloweth where #t 
liſteth, and ſo. every one that #« born of the Spirit > AndWe do 
judge God hath given of his Spirit to many that are yer un- 
oodly, andmanyare convinced of fin by the Spirit of God in 
tacix Conſciences, thatHre: wicked ehrigd y,/Who' are not 
of vs: bur yet we lay, -as the Saints .in Ages paſt ſd, B42 
know that we ave of God, and that the whole wartd ics in wicked- 
neſs ; and they that are of God, hear us, and are one with ws; and 
we doinform all People-t0-the'meaſure- of the Spirit of God 
in thzjy/Contaences, tharthey may come.to the knpiviedge of 
God, and ww be one with us. WtS2 W Un 2667 I 
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. Again, He accuſeth us 'to be atted by the ſame deluding ffirit 
—_ of Leyden was atted by. ara + 7 
Anſw., 1. What fpitit Job» of Leyden was ated by ' w2'now 
diſpute not, , neither,doth this Accuier well know, but what he 
hach from the Reports of others, which may be falſe as like 44 
true in ſome particulars; but the Spirit that we follow is the 
Spiri: of God, by which we are acted in the wayes of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs ; and are not deluded, nor followers of 4 
deluding. ſprrit ; foi We are willing to be ned 1 owr Dottrines 
and Prattices according to the Scriptures : and though we ſtand 
accuſed of theſe and the like things, yer we challenge him 
£0 prove xt before you, and that W2-may be admitted to make 
our tefcace ; and we thall the rather ealilyprove that our Ac- 
cuſer.is 1&e4bythe ſpiritof che Devil, «whois an Accuſer of 
the Brechren lik? the Devil ; and thatis a deluding ſpirit that 
teacheih nen ts backs1te, lye and ſlander, as this man hath done; 
ſo tie is proved tully guilcy of: chat Whereot he hath accuſed 
others, and muſt own theſhame and'condemnation to. himſelf 
Which he would biins 4upon'others; 1 7 ns 3 
- Again, | Th2 Accuſcs chargethus, that wewaxld either have 
Rinx, Pagiſtrates, ner Piniſſers, 67 of our ſelves, &c: 
-  Anſm. x;;;1 have before-mentuoned whattkindof Rulers and 
Goevernonrs we would have; eveniſuchas arejuſfimen, and wen 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, and-chat hate Covetonſneſs and-every 
el way.g--and- ach are: of us, even ſuch we: would haye to 
FEISAAS.Aare approyed of God, whowould bea praiſe. torbens 
that do well, and a terrour to evil-doers ; and that would only 
wle and teign\for the Lord, exercifingand executing his Righ- 
Ware y the Spirit of -God;;\ and ſuch will\be'bleſſed in 
11 SUBPHEP, rift GE to HEDGE TE 44, 9144 
2, And till ſuch only +»4e and bear the Sword of Fuſtice itt the 
Earth,.wg:g0 know, Peace and happineſs: can nevex:be-in the 
Kang ams: of the, Warld; bee diviſions! and confuſions will 
arie.and be. brought. forh, .; for\ic is .the only Blefledne(s of a 
Government in.any Natjon, when the Authorityioſelf.is juſt 
and accordung 40 God.and when, ſack. as bear theexecution 
ereof 8re.3 uſt Kings, Righteous Ma iſtratesg. and Minifters of 
Jeftice , that will judge for God and! nat:for man; and we 
773) 0d , | ſeek 
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ſeek not the place of TAK". in this World , nor do we 
intrude our lelves into ſuch places ; though this we ſay, while 
that ſpirit reigns and rules in the Nations of the Earth, which 
is not of God, but contrary to us, Peace-and Happineſs in good 
Government amongſt men through the World, can never be ; 
| though we are truly tubje& to whatſozver Authority is ſet over 
us, by doing Or ſeferiag. | 

Then the Accuſer ſpeaks of reaching the mays of Righteonſ- 
neſs, and laith, according to this, the Quakers have gone through 
Ireland, . a4 he ſpeaks of Gods wrath following for hardneſs of 
heart, and thus (ſarth he) i juſt like the Quakers Dottrines now. 

Anſw. That the Quakers ( ſcornfully ſo called) have gone 
through {relard, and through many other Nations of the woild, 
zo teach and preach Txuth and Righ:rouſnefle, this is true, and 
without occaſion of an evil Charge againſt them for ſo doing ; 
and the Lord hath proſpered us, and been with vs, to rhe 
turning of many from darkneJe to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God ; and we have teſtimony in the Conſctences of 
many for the truth of oxr Dottrines and Prattices ; andthis is 
not Errour nor Herefie, to prockaumuthe Wrath of God, becauſe 
of the hardneſs 6f Peoples hearts ; for that is:the portion of all 
haxd-hearted men : and we axe not aſhamed of tis Doarine, 
for its according to the Scriptures of Truth ; and bur that this 
Accuſer is SY blindneſs of mind, he would never hrve 
mentioned theſe things as againſt us, nor uſed our names in 
reproach in this matter, . _ - | 

And laſtly, Whereas he ſaith, ſome of che Quakers ſay, they 
are Tewsi,and are not, but are of the S ynagogue of Satan : and thou 
chargeſt James Naylor with ſaying, that he was Chriſt : and that 
one ſhould ſay, George Fox was John Baprift, and ſuch falſe Pro- 
phets and Propheſies we have heard too much of, &c. 

Anſw, 1, That they ſay, they are Jews, and are not, are ſuch 
4s have 4 name to live, but are dead, who ſay and do not ; but we 
are not ſuch; ſo this his Charge is falſe and wicked, and of the 
Synagogue of Satan he doth maniteſt himſelf to be, by his ac- 
cuſing of the Brethren : And as for James Naylor he never ſaid 
he was Chriſt, though this hath been caſt, as a foul reproach, 
upon him by others, yet it _—_ was proved azainſt him law- 

| fully, 
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fully,nor any thing tending thereunto,ſaving that he ſaid Chr; 
45 in him, as he 5 1m every Member of his Bady , according to 
meaſure, And as for the [tory of George Fox, there are many 
{uch lying ſtories that have gone abroad im theſe Nations, in 
oppolition to the Truth of God made manifeſt ; but over all 
theſe things Truth hath gotten the wiftery, and the Lords Work 
mult proſper in the Earth ; and all Lyars muſt be confounded, 
and have their portion in the Lake : And this is our portion 
from the World, as Chriſt ſaid, They ſhall ſpeak, all manner 
of evil againſt you falſly for my Name ſake ; but great ſhall be 
your reward in Heavex : And this 1s tor a teſtimony againſt 
them, that our Enemies are of the Devil, and for a teſtimony to 
us that we are of God. 

And thus I have returned Dur Defence before you, againſt 
his ſeveral Lyes and Sanders, and it is left to the Witneſs of 
Godin your Couſciences to be Judge in this Caſe, between 
s and him; and if you be cloathed with the Spirit of Modera- 
tronand Meekyxeſs, and will judge according to Equity, I doubt 
not but. the Caſe is clear againſt our Adverſary, who wrong- 
tully, and to a wicked and evil intent, hath hatched miſchief 
againſt us, and brought it forth before you ; and we defire no- 
thing of Revenge towards him for his evil work, but do leave 
him to be rewarded of the Lord, who will jullly give h:#,, and 
all men, according to their deeds, 

And now I have a few Confidezations, to preſent unto you 
Three in particular, as ſuch in that capacity who bear Rule in 
this Land b ; 

1, Conſider how that. you are ſet in Place and Authouty, 
and ought to judge and governs for God alone, and to.be A Ter- 
r92 to all evil-doers, and A JNAiſe ro all that do well ; and the li- 
ving God requireth of you|, to do Juſtice, Truth and > ſ- 
refſe in the Land, to hear be Cry of the Widow and Fatherleſſe, 
and to judge «prightly the Qauſe of the Poor, without reſpect to 
your own telf-ends ; and yi: ought to be meek, and humble. men 
;n your Places of Care any. Truſt, which 1s commirted unto 
you ; and rake heed that Jour hearts be not lifted vp in the 
honour of hizh places, andto Judgment, Mercy and Truth be 
negleted, and Oppreſſions and Cruelties bz brought forth. 

© 2, Confider 
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Conkderj that if ye do Foie and Righteouſneſs, and walk. 
bambly with the Lord,” and exerciſe Mercy and Truth in the 
Lat, and\hemw rh; Cty of the Poor, and deliver the Aﬀiitted ; 
thet the: Lord carimakeyaid a Bleſſing to your ſelves and to the 
Pegple-:' But if you: be proud and exalted, and ambiriow and 
vain-gloriom , and exerciſe Craeity and Oppreſſior., and. tread 
down the Poor,' and 'vex the Needy, and grieve the Lord God 
by your Iniquities'; then God will caft you down, and lay your 
honour in che duff; and make you a Curſe and a Rep2vath, and 
your Names afid Meinoyial al be inks and the juſtice of 
the Lords hand” ſhall effe&it. | 

3. Conkider that yeare men, and not God, and your ſtrength 
fieſh, and not Spirit, and there is a God greater thaw all, who 
is above all ; who can ſuddenly in a moment ſave his People, 
and deftroy his Enenies ; andhe can break you down and ne- 
vertaife you up ; he can turn th$hand'upon you and-all man- 
kind, as the Potref doth with lis clay, even tread'ic and mould 
it for hoour or diſhowonr ; arid if his Spirit blow upon you, and 
if he ſmite you, you' periſh, and none can reſtore you : Take 
heed to this God and have reſpec unto him, and remember 
you are bur- as duſt before himy ; and you now have a time for 
a moment, which'the Lotd lath-givehryoutd-try you what you 
will do, and how you wilkwalk towards bin; an Account un- 
to him muſt you vive of all pany : Remember this now 
m your life-time, while:you have time,anid-the day of your vift- 


ration 1s not quite-Eextimgniſhed, 


. Be render and compaſſionate towards ail mey ; not perverſe, 
haſty and froward,” thinking 6 bow men to'yout wills by Figour, 
but rather win themtb#Sve; and this 18-6t good report to you, 
to be humble; meek! and render towards all, even towards pour 
enemies ; and inſure not over the Afiied; neither add to their 
ſufferings; for the'Lor&can rife #p, and- bring down whomfo- 
ever he will; according to his pleaſure ; *and remember that 
Law to walby it,” Ds co others, biit as ye would have o:hers 
vs unto porr-in the ſame caſe ; and be not roo crwe! to ſuch, who 
cannot confortit to 1:mes, and things, and men, for what know 
you, but ſome'mensConſcietices'may be tender in things which 
you yet Make no conſcience of ; Meddle not to perfecute any 
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for their Conſcience-ſake 1n Religious matters, but rule and 
govern well i» outward affairs, according to the Law of God, 
but aM1R& not,nor perſecute any for their Conſcience-ſaks towards 
God, while they walk jufty, as men, in things between man 
and man ; take this Counſel, left-ye vex'the Lord againſt. you 
to deſtroy you. - Tu ; P's 27 

5. Be moderate and compaſſionate towards this ſame People, 
that are accuſed before you ; though they are at this day a People 
under great afflictions and ſufferings every yay, yet thewnot 
the height of Rigowr and Oppreſſion againſt them ; though you 
have power to impriſon them, and to deal hardly with them, - 

er be tender and meek, and ſhew bowels; of mercy and for- 
can - and uſe not the extent of 7 pron Power, to ſeek their 
deſtruction, leſt ye provoke the Lord againſt your ſelves : for 
the God of Heaven remembreth ther Cauſe, and doth give 
ear to the cry of their Innocent. groanings under their heavy Pu "1 
dens, and Deliverance may he'work for them, whetheriyou 
will or.no-: Though it be a» hour of Affiichion, and a day of great 
Tryal upon them, yet Wo unto them that ſhall be found ad- 
ding to their Aﬀuttions, by encreafing their burdens through 
Tniuſtice and Perſecution : Therfore, as ye hope to receive mer- 
cy from the Lord, and as ye would have hiscompalhion ſhewed 
to you, do the ſame to, his People, for power 1s1n your hands, 
to bo merciful or cruel, to relieve them, os gerſecute them ; and 
1t is your day of tryal what you wall do ;.,ye have your hour to 
do 200d or evil, and according to your works will the God of 
Heaven reward you. Notary #1 
6. Conſider the Innocency of this People ; they are Clear before 
the Lord and you of plotting, or Coniriving, or deſigning evil 
againlt 70w,.01 this Government, they ſeek not the hurc of any 
ans perſon, nor do they intend evil cowards the Government or 
 Governours.;, Who have found them agitating any ſuch things ? 
Of all ſuch things they, axe innocent, and/are peaceable Sub- 
jects under the Government, and are petfiyaded in.Conſcience 
ſo to continue': And as for their deportment in their Callings. 
and Occaſions , and; Tradings 'amongft, men, ask their, 
Neighbours:; Do 'not they. deal. jtly, nw4/y,,.and- equally. in 
all their dealing - and occalions ? Do .not they, (peak the; Truth 
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to their Neighbours in all matrers ? and are they not perſons of 


d 

.& upright and inoffenfive lives and converſations ? Do they de- 
s fraud their Neighbours ? or, are they Drunkards or vain per- 
1 ſons 2 Let the very Witneſs of God in their Neighbours an- 
> iwer. Andif you thould fall a perſecuting this People, and 


ſeek to deſtroy them, concerning whom the Witneſs of God in 
mens Conſciences giveth ſuch an Evidence, Wo, wo will be 
> unto pou ; for you cannot hurt them, but you act contrary to 
t the Witneſs of God in your own hearts, which will condemn 
1 you in the Day of Judgment. So let this dell upon your ſpi- 
1its, and be aware what you do ; take good conſideration, left 
you act out of Gods Counſel to your own overthrow. 
| 7. Conſider what became of all the Perſecutors of old, Were 
not they Emunently deſtroyed by the hand of God who perſecuted 
the Lords People ? What became of Pharoah ? and what be- 
came of Hammon, and what became of Herod, who perſecuted 
| the Lords Heritage ? Let this enter into your hearts,to be Ex- 
amples to you that you periecute not the Innocent, left God 
| everturn you by the roots ; for, as I have ſaid, the Caulſe of this 
| People God regardeth, and he will avenge himſelf in his ſeaſon 
of all their Perſecutors ; Have not your hands dipped in their 
unjuſt Afﬀfuttions that God may bleſle you , and ſpare them that 
you may be ſpared in the Day of Vengeance if you have no 
matter of evil againſt them, in things between man and man, 
nor in the affairs of your Government,as contriving againft-it; 
nor nothing but concerning the Worſhip of their God, and the 
matters of their Conſcience 1n Spiritual things; Touch them 
not, Perſecute them not, Afi:# them not ; but be tender towards 
them, as you will anſwer the ſame before the God of Heaven. 
Theſe are only Conſiderations of Warning to you : and 1 commit 
the matter tothe Lord ; and ye have time to-do Good or Evil, 
and accordingly will Gog reward you. 


A Teſtimony concerning Government and Authority. 


V E. are. a Pzople whom God hath raiſed up out of the 
| Apoſtacy, Darkyeſs and Ignorance Which all Chriſtendom 
hath long been fallen into ; for fince the dayes of the Apoſtles 

| many 


(22) 

many have profefſed the Words of Chriſt, and had a name of 
Churches, and the ſhew of Rel:gion, and have profeſied the 
Scriptures ; but have wanted the tame Spirit and Power of God- 
lineſſe which the Apoſtles lived in ; the Life and Sp:iri: of God 
hath been wanting amongſt the falſe Chnſtians, and they have 
been perſecuting one another about Religion and the Worſhip 
of G24, and impoling upon cne anothers Conſciences, in Spiri- 
rual matters ; and K:ngs and Rulers have been letting up what 
kind of Worſhip,and Religion and Church-Goverment as they 
pleaſed ; and they have impoſed upon Kingdoms, and made 
People ſubject to them, to profeſs and conform to ſuch a way 
of Worthipand Religion, ſome in the 1gnorance of their Con- 
ſciences, and ſome conttary to their Conſciences; and all-this 
hath been in the Apoſtacy,ſince the Apoſtles dayes, while men 
have been fallen from the true Faith, and many hve beetrtub= 
zect to their Rulers and Govertiours by force, and for fear,and 
not for Conſcience-ſake ; for Love, Peace and Hmty hath been 
wanting among Chriſtians , and Brrerneſs, Frowardneſs and 
Falſe-heartedneſs, hath been amongſt them : but out of all this 
the Lord hath redeemed us into Peace and Comfort with God; 
andone with another. | | 

And as concerning our Principle about Mag:ftracy and Go- 
veraiment, and obedience therennto, this I do declare. 

1, Wedo own and acknowledge eMagiftracy to be ann Ordi- 
nance of God, inſtituted of him, for the puniſhing of evil-dvers, 
and for the __ of them that do well ; and we ackno\viedge 
all juſt fubjeftion to Authority, Magiftracy, and Government : 
This 1s our Principle, and hath ever been our Practice, known 
through theſe Kingdoms, that we are ſubject by dorng or ſuffer= 
ng, to whactozver Authority the Lord is pleaſed to ſet over us, 
without Rebellion, Sedition, Plotting' or making War againſt 
any Government or Governours. # 
| 2, That Government and Authority which is juſtly according 
unto God in all irs Statutes and Ordinances, We are, and do 
engage to be ſubject thereunto, by full Obedience unto all the 
Commands and Injun&ions of ſuch Amnrhority and Government, 
whoſe Laws, Ordinances, and Commandments are grounded 
upor-right Reaſon and Equity, Which Ikadeth'to 49 to all men 4s 
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we would bedone ite, and puniſheth the contrary ; to ſuch Go- 
vernment and Authority we are readily ſubjec in all things and 
caſes ; and we are for the Order and Afiſtance of ſuch Govern- 
ment 1n all Righteouſneſs, : 

3. That Government which is contrary unto this, whichis in 
Injuſtice, commanding & requiring things contrary to the Law 
of God, and'impoſing upon People in Matters and Caſes, con- 
trary to right Reaſon and Equity, whoſe Commands are diffe- - 
rent tothe Will of God; yet to ſuch Government we acknow- 
ledge ſubjeQion, by patrent Sufferiag under all Penalties in- 
flictedfor diſobedience to the Commands which we cannot per- 
form by Obedience for Capſcience ſake ; And this is our Prin- 
ciple, Though an Authority and Government were never ſo Un-: 
juit in it ſelf, and in-its Exerciſe, yet we may mot Plot or Con- 
trive, or make turbulent Inſarreftions to redeem our ſelves from 
{uch Government and Anthority,but we muſt commit our Cauſe 
to the Lord in ſuch caſe, of ſuffering under any unjuſt Com- 
mands of men. 

4. As concerning Church and Miniſtry, and the Exerciſe of - 
Religion, We believe and acknowledge that Chrrfft hath a C hork 
upon Earth, and a lawful Mimſtry ; and we are not Enemies to 
Church, and Miniſtry, and Goſpel-Ordinances,as we are falfly re- 
puted by men, ignorant and {landerous ; but we only bear wit- 
neſs againſt the corruption and degeneration of the Church of Pa- 
pits and Proteflants ( fo called ) wherein they are different and 
contrary to What the Churches of Chriſt were in the Apoſtles 
dayes ; they are different and contrary I Alert, to what the 
Churches of Chrift once were in Amftry, (in its call and main 
texance)in Ordinances and Worſhip,in Diſt; line and Government; 
in all theſe things there is difference to what theſe things were 
in the true Churches in the Apoſtles dayes ; And our Principle 
15, for the Reforming of Miniſtry, Chareh-Government, Diſcipline 
and Fozſhip, and not to deſtroy them. 

5. As concerning Impoſing of F aith, aud Doftrine, Prattices, 
aud orſhip 1 Rel: gion by the force of Lawes and Penalties, 1n the 
1gnoranuce of mens C on{ciences, or contrary to their Conſciences : We 
do ſay, This Practice fever was in the Apoſtles dayes, but 1s 
an Intruſion of eAmichriſt, and we bear Teſtimony againit it, 

not 


not to be of God, but contrary to hint; And that outward Go- 
vernment and Amnthority in Kingdoms and Nations, is to be ex- 
erciſed over the ontward man in things between man and man, 
and not over the inward man,in things between God and.:Mans 
Conſcience in Sputitual Matters, and Worſhip, and Duty to 
God-wards : No King, nor Ruler upon Earth, hath Power gi- 
ven him of God to exerciſe ſuch Amnthority over the Conſci- 
ences of Men in the matters of Gods Kingdom ; And further, 
Religion and Church-Government ſo ſet up and Eftablithed 
by force, upon Pains and Penalties, can- but Reform a People 
into Hypocrifie and falſe Conformity, and-nor into any real 
Performance of Religion or Duty to God; And ſuch Per- 
formance of Religion, Church-Fellowthip and Ordinances is 
not unto Eternal Life, but to the making of men twofold 
more the Children of the Devil, 

6. We do believe, T hat it # the Convittion and the Teachin 
of the 5p rit of God -hat doth makg men and People only truly Relt- 
gious: 1.18 hat only that periwades the Conſcience from all 
Evil un.o whic Which 1s Good ; ' and true Religion, and the 
Wo: ihipot Gol, fnd Duty towards him, 1s not truly learned 
by Tradi.ions 0: Time, Commandements of Men, or Cuſtom 
of Coinwuies, or the like ; but itis the Spirit of God, and its 
Teichings in .he Conſciences of People, that leadeth into all 
Tru.h, according as Chriſt hath ſaid ; So that the Way of 
forcing Religion and Duty to God upon People by force and 
ou:ward Penalues, this was never known among the Saints 
and Apoſtles of Chriſt. | 

Theſe things are Preſented to- your Conſiderations ; The 
Lord give you aright Underſtanding of them, and that you may 
walk in the Way of your own Peace with God and man, 


Written in the 10th Month 
in IRELAND. 
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THE END. 
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